Hemopoietic development in human embryos.
We report studies on hemopoietic progenitors and precursors in human embryos and fetuses at 4 to 5 through to 9 to 10 weeks from conception, as well as the corresponding in vivo Hb synthesis pattern. Particular attention is paid to the morphology of 5- to 8-week liver cells, as evaluated by both conventional and electron microscopy. On the basis of these observations, a unifying monoclonal model is proposed for human embryonic hemopoiesis.